Where have you gone, ye Red Streaks, Purple Eagles, Golden Bears and Black Cats? 


Former schools’ spirit revived by nostalgic plates 


By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Staff Writer 

Although school doors closed more than a decade 
ago, the spirit lives on for graduates as the Black 
Cats of Gerstmeyer Tech, the Garfield Purple 
Eagles, the Wiley Red Streaks, and the Schulte 
Golden Bears honor the almae matres. 

Shiny license plates sporting school names and 
symbols have been appearing on cars around the 
county. They are not souvenirs kept in storage, but 
new ones. 

The newly printed plates are the brainchild of the 
Gerstmeyer class of 1958, The class has its 25th 
anniversary next year, and the plates are being 
sold for $4 apiece to raise money for the reunion 
and perhaps a memorial to the school. 

Originally the committee for the reunion started 
by selling only Gerstmeyer plates. The design was 


taken from an original plate sold years ago. 

James S. Balder Jr., who thought of the idea, 
said the class made an initial investment of $400 
and purchased 120 plates for the Black Cats. The 
plates were picked up on a Tuesday and were sold 
out in two days. 


The plates ‘‘have been going like hotcakes”’ since 
then, said Charles Flagg, another member of the 
committee. 


People who saw the Gerstmeyer plates asked 
about plates for Wiley, Schulte and Garfield. After 
50 requests for each of those, Flagg said they 
located the original designs for those schools and 
were able to have plates printed up. 

‘People enjoy helping us,” Balder said of local 
businesses which sell the plates. He said more keep 
requesting a supply to sell. 
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Among the businesses which carry the plates or 
soon will have them are: Keller’s Hardware S&T 
Store, 1301 N. 19th St.; Elm Grove Tavern, 3212 
Lafayette Ave.; Taylor Automotive, 325 Wabash 
Ave.; United Auto Parts, 1101 Wabash Ave.; 
Whiskey Barrel Tavern, 2452 First Ave.; Seabury 
Tavern, 1716 S. Seventh St.; Mary’s Mid-Way 
Tavern, 558 W. National Ave., West Terre Haute; 
Dew Drop Inn, 1805 N. 19th St., Bohannon’'s East, 
1728 Wabash Ave.; and NAPA automotive part 
Stores at 2035 Lafayette Ave., 815 W. National Ave. 
in West Terre Haute, and 3490 Dixie Bee Road. 

For those too young to remember, Gerstmeyer 
stood where Chauncey Rose Junior High now 
stands. The Vigo County Public Library occupies 
the former site of Wiley. Garfield once stood where 
Garfield Towers are. The Schulte building still 
stands east of Meadows Shopping Center. 
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Showing their colors 
Do you remember the schools of yesteryear? 


By JEFF ADAMS 


UICK now! How many of 

the old high school 
nicknames and school 

colors can you name? 

Times have changed 

since virtually every area town 
had its own 
school. Most 
of the old 
community 
schools were 
so small they 
did not field a 
football team. 
Most of 
the schools 
closed inthe 


| 
Jeff Adams 


early 1960s; Concannon and Val- 
ley High’s last classes were gradu- 
ated in 1960. West Vigo High 
School opened that fall and 
Fayette became a part of West 
Vigo a year later. Gerstmeyer got 
Glenn, Riley and a part of 
Fontanet. Garfield got the rest of 
Fontanet and Otter Creek. Stu- 
dents from Blackhawk, Pimento 
and Prairie Creek went to Honey 
Creek when their tiny schools 
closed. Part of the Honey Creek 
district also went to Wiley. 
Garfield, Gerstmeyer, Wiley 
and Honey Creek closed their 
doors in 1971 when Terre Haute 
North and South were formed. 
Schulte ceased operations in 1977 
and State High followed a year 


School 


Blackhawk 
Concannon 
Fayette 
Fontanet 
Garfield 
Gerstmeyer 
Glenn 
Honey Creek 
Otter Creek 
Pimento 
Prairie Creek 
Riley 

Schulte 

State High 
Valley High 
Wiley 


Nickname 


Chieftains 
Cannons 
Falcons 
Beantowners 
Purple Eagles 
Black Cats 
Pirates 
Honeybees 
Otters 
Peppers 
Gophers 
Cossacks 
Golden Bears 


Young Sycamores 


Bobcats 
Red Streaks 


Colors 


Red/Black 
Blue/White 
Blue/Gold 
Red/White 
Purple/White 
Orange/Black 
Black/White 
Blue/White 
Purple/Gold 
Orange/Blue 
Purple/Gold 
Purple/White 
Green/Gold 
Blue/White 
Purple/Gold 
Red/White 
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later. West Vigo, though still rela- 
tively young, is now the oldest 
operating high school in Vigo 
County. 

The old schools were rich in 
history and folklore. 

For example, Terre Haute 
Mayor Pete Chalos coached good 
basketballteams at Prairie Creek. 

Former U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh is 
a graduate of Fayette High School. 
State High, although a small 
school, won Sectional basket- 
ball championships in 1919, 
1944, 1949, and 1965. 

Glenn won two Sectionals, in 
1940 and 1951. The 1951 Pirates 
went to the semistate and finally 
lost to eventual state runner-up 
Evansville Reitz. 

Concannon was always 
pulling upsets with now- 
West Vigo Principal Jimmy 
Jackson coaching the Can- 
nons. And Terre Haute did 
actually layclaimtoastate 
title — in 1927, when the 
Valley High girls GAA team 
won it all. 

In contrast to today’s 
mammoth high schools, 
the old schools were small 
in enrollments, each aver- 
aging only about 100 stu- 
dents. Otter Creek was con- 
sidered a big school with 
about 300 students. » 
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OLD HIGH SCHOOL NICKNAMES AND COLORS 


Quick now, 
colors can you name? 


school to every little town in the area. 


Times have changed since there 


Most of th 


so small they did not field a footballi‘team. 


In an alphabetical list the schools were: 


SCHOOL 


Blackhawk 
Concannon 
Fayette 
Fontanet 
Garfield 
Gertsmeyer 
Glenn 

Honey Creek 
Otter Creek 
Pimento 
Prairie Creek 
Riley 
Schulte 
State High 
Valley High 
Wiley 


NICKNAME 


Chieftains 


Cannons 


Falcons 


Beantowners 


Purple Eagles 


Black Cats 


Pirates 


Honeybees 


Otters 
Peppers 
Gophers 


Cossacks 


Golden Bears 


Young Sycamores 


Bobcats 


Red Streaks 


Most of the schools closed in the early 1960's. 


Valley High's last classes were graduated in 1960. 


How many of those old high school nicknames and 


was almost a 


e schools were 


COLORS 


Red and Black 
Blue and White 
Blue and Gold 
Red and White 
Purple and White 
Orange and Black 
Black and White 
Blue and White 
Purple and Gold 
Orange and Blue 
Purple and Gold 
Purple and White 
Green and Gold 
Blue and White 
Purple and Gold 
Red and White 


Concannon and 


West Vigo High 


School opened that fall and Fayette became a part of West Vigo a 
year later. Gertsmeyer got Glenn, Riley, and a part of Fontanet. 
Garfield got the rest of Fontanet and Otter Creek. Kids from Black- 
hawk, Pimento, and Prairie Creek went to Honey Creek when the tiny 

schools closed. Part of the Honey Creek district also went to Wiley. 
Garfield, Gertsmeyer, Wiley, and Honey Creek closed their doors 


in 1971 as Terre Haute North and South were formed. Schulte ceased 
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By Jel Adans 


operations in 1977 and State High followed a year later. West Vigo, 

though still relatively modern, is the oldest high school in Vigo County. 
There is a lot of lore from the old schools. Mayor Pete Chalos 

coached good basketball teams at Prairie Creek. Birch Bayh’is a graduate 


of Fayette High School. State High, though a small school, won four 


Sectional basketball championshins (in 1919, 1944, 1949, and 1965). 


Glenn won two Sectionals, in 1940 and 1951. The "51 Pirates went to 
the semistate and finally lost to eventual state runnerup Evansville 
Reitz. Concannon was always pulling upsets with now West Vigo Principal 
Jimmy Jackson coaching the Cannons. And Terre Haute did actually lay 
claim to a state title - in 1927, when the Valley High girls GAA team 
won it all. 
These schools averaged about 100 total enrollment. Otter Creek 
was considered a big school with approximately 300 students. Quite a 
contrast to today's mammoth high schools developed by consolidation. 
Incidentally if you're wondering what a Cossack was, it was a 


Russian cavalryman. oo 


